North Carolina Greyhound Adoption Promotion

Steps to Greyhound Adoption

This document has been designed to assist you in the processes for adding a retired racing greyhound to your family.  Some of the information is an overview on the important questions that you should consider in adopting a greyhound.  The remainder of this document outlines suggestions on where to adopt, what you will need for your new best friend, and specific procedures and practices recommended for introducing and managing your greyhound at home.  This information is meant as an overview, and is not necessarily comprehensive.

First steps

1) Consider your current pets.

Do you already have an active dog at home?  If so, a more active greyhound might be a better choice than one that is more sedate.  Do you have cats or other small animals?  Some greyhounds are fine with small animals, and others are not.  The adoption group you choose can help you find a dog that will be more likely to be small animal safe, but initial interactions should still be handled with caution.

2) Think about how your children would interact with a greyhound.

Young children should be supervised when interacting with any dog.  Greyhounds are not suited for rough play, and children must be taught appropriate behavior toward them.  For example, children need to allow the dog his own “safe place” and need to avoid disturbing the dog while he is sleeping.

3) Assess the impact a greyhound will have on your household.

Are all members of the family and/or roommates committed to the care & attention a new dog will need?  Will everyone be tolerant of any “accidents” when your dog is new?  Are all members of the household willing to monitor the doors & not let your new dog out without a leash?

4) Think about the time and resources your greyhound will need.

Unless you have a securely fenced yard, you will need to take your dog out on a leash for every single potty trip.  This means a trip outside for you, regardless of the weather.  (Invisible fencing is not appropriate for greyhounds.)  Your dog will also need a daily walk for exercise.  Annual vet bills must also be expected, as well as the occasional illness or injury.

5) Consider your lifestyle.

Are you a “couch potato,” or are you always on the go?  Will you be home enough to give a greyhound the attention he will need?

When you’ve decided to adopt, these are some things you will need:

1) An appropriate leash & collar

Greyhounds need a special sight hound collar, often called a “martingale” collar.  This is a flat, nylon “choker” style collar designed not to slip over a slender greyhound head.  (Metal choke collars should NOT be used on greyhounds.)  It is important to fit the collar properly, in order to prevent an accidental escape, so be sure you learn how to do this.  The recommended leash is a flat nylon strap, 4 to 6 feet in length and about an inch wide.  Be sure your adoption group shows you the proper way to hold the leash, since this is also essential for preventing escapes.

2) A dog bed

Since greyhounds have little body fat for cushioning, they need a thick, soft bed.  Large, good quality beds are available from catalogs, online, and at area pet stores.  A blanket to snuggle in when it gets chilly is also popular to add to the bedding ensemble!  Twin-sized comforters are another good option, & they launder easily.

3) Food and bowls

Any “premium” brand will likely be fine, but you may need to experiment to find the brand that works best for your dog.  Avoid the cheap supermarket brands or anything with lots of fillers that your dog does not need for good nutrition.  Depending on size, individual metabolism, etc. your greyhound will likely need from 3-4 cups of kibble daily, divided into 2 meals.  The best food & water bowls to get are stainless steel or ceramic ones.

4) A crate

First time greyhound adopters are often reluctant to use a crate, but it is a valuable training aid.  Also, many dogs enjoy having a space that is theirs alone, so they love their crates.  You can choose either a wire or a plastic crate.  A wire crate provides better ventilation & visibility & can usually be folded up.  Retired racers are also used to wire crates from their days at the track.  A plastic crate may be a bit more secure & will contain hair, etc, but some dogs find a plastic crate claustrophobic.  There are differing opinions on the subject of crate size, but we suggest a wire crate 48 inches long or a (plastic) VariKennel model 700 (“Giant”).

5) A basket muzzle

A basket muzzle is an absolutely essential safety tool for a greyhound!  A basket muzzle will minimize the harm your hound can do to himself or to your property when you are away from home.  It’s a lot harder to chew on your shoe or the remote control with a muzzle in the way!  A basket muzzle is large and open with a “wire-like” frame.  Greyhounds can freely open their mouths to pant or drink water when wearing a basket muzzle.  Do not confuse a basket muzzle with a nylon muzzle designed to inhibit mouth movement.  Given the greyhound’s delicate skin & minimal coat, basket muzzles are also essential during outdoor group play.  Racers are accustomed to wearing basket muzzles at the track, and they often get excited when the muzzles go on, because that means playtime.

6) Squeaky toys

Your dog will need a few soft toys that he’s allowed to play with, so he doesn’t play with your shoes or other belongings that are not appropriate.  Preferences in stuffed toys vary, but those with squeakers are often a hit.  Some greyhounds have to learn to play, so be patient and try different things.

7) Chew toys

Rawhide sticks that are compressed & very hard can be safe for your dog.  Avoid rawhides that are shaped into figures, as these can become choking hazards.  A hard rubber “Kong” toy is safe & can be stuffed with treats to provide amusement & a diversion when you leave your hound at home.

8) Baby gates

Baby gates can make living with your hound much easier.  You can restrict him from areas that may be hazardous to him, as well as providing safe haven for other pets.

9) Digestive aids

Newly adopted greyhounds can experience digestive upsets, which can be remedied with a variety of things.  It’s a good idea to have plain canned pumpkin, plain yogurt, and white rice on hand to help with digestive upsets in the early days.

Where to go to adopt

There are several adoption kennels with which NCGAP has a working relationship.  Each of these groups has their own adoption application form & their own procedures.  You are free to adopt from any organization of your choosing.  Regardless of where you adopt, utilize that group’s members/kennel volunteers to help you choose the best dog for your given situation.  These folks have a lot of experience you can learn from.  Also, they are familiar with the dogs in their kennels and know their personalities, so take advantage of that!  In order to find a good match, choose your new friend by personality, rather than by gender or color.

Some essential things to know:

· NEVER let your greyhound off leash unless you are in a securely fenced area!  Greyhounds have very strong chase instincts, which CAN’T be trained out of them.  Your hound may see a squirrel, rabbit, or plastic bag, etc. and take off after it.  The instinct to chase means he won’t hear your call, and he also won’t hear or see cars and other hazards.  At the track, greyhounds do not encounter cars, traffic, or streets; they are unaware of the risks these things pose.  The one time your greyhound escapes may end his life, so it’s your job to protect him.

· A careful introduction between your new hound & other household pets is essential.  There are resources on our website & elsewhere on the Internet regarding the specific procedures to use.

· For at least the first week, take your greyhound out for frequent potty breaks and praise him generously when he is successful.  Being overly conscientious about this is much better than having to do remedial house training after accidents!  If you can’t supervise him in the house, put him in his crate or contain him in an area using baby gates.  However, be sure not to close him away behind a door, such as in a bathroom or garage.  Greyhounds are sighthounds – they like to see things.  When they cannot see household activity, they may attempt to liberate themselves from their containment area by chewing or digging at a closed door.

· Getting enough exercise will help with the transition to home life.  If there is a greyhound playgroup in your area, this is a good opportunity for exercise & for both of you to make new friends. 

· Be sure to find a greyhound knowledgeable veterinarian since greyhounds have special needs during surgery and different blood profiles.  Be informed of these differences when choosing your veterinarian.  Ask about a veterinarian’s experience with anesthesia & greyhounds, as well as how many greyhounds are in the practice.  In addition, greyhounds are sensitive to most insecticides; use only pyrethrin-based insecticides.  Never use a flea collar on your greyhound.

· Read as much as you can about greyhounds before bringing your dog home.  The NCGAP website has additional information that will be helpful to you, as well as links to other good and knowledgeable resources.  There is also information available through the adoption group you select. 

NCGAP is available to assist you through the process of integrating your new greyhound companion into your life.  You need never feel alone with any problems you may encounter; we are here to help.  You can contact us via our website, phone line, or email address with any questions or concerns.
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